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-THE BEN BARKA CASE o
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‘It Is a Shabby Business’  crvront -

oA
1] ) 4(

CPYRGHT py pAVID HALBERSTAM ' : : :
What 18 In the foreground has been a quick]

| The case began last October when Mehdl Ben,

Special to The New York Times

PARIS, Sept. 10-—Rarely, If one is to take each; limpse of some ranks of the French counterintelli-,
_of the accused at his word, has there been such an, 1 service and its friends. It has hardly been a |
;assemblage of innocence on trial. Rarely have men | Jpmantic glimpse: there are no James Bonds, no |
“of such high motivation and good intentlon been: fool, smooth operatives. Rather there has been a,

i '
s0 mallclously treated for doing what they assumed: "OCC\SSW“ of small-time operators, a little bit on;
i'was the rlght thing. ifjne take, serving two masters instead of one, and,

The trouble with alt thls protestation 1s that on; i ;
" etoser inspection of the five men accused of kidnap-, leased with their friends in higher places.

ing Mehdi Ren Barka, it is each Individual alone, K
who 13 Innocent. Each man gets up, protests his own [punterespionage mar, the top Air France man
* selflessness, and then turns In the dock on his fel-(f Paris's Orly airfield, also involved In several
'Jow accused: it 1s they who are cynical, they who [fther deals in housing and hotels; a man,!

: . ]
are shameless, they who are responsible for this . fjecording to the presiding judge, who worked for 20!
“sarry affalr,

i
osses at once and managed to please every one,-
" It is a shabby business, this Ben Barka trial, a

]
*process named after the man who 1s not here.

t fivst a bit of a disappointment, and increasingly,:
Ine senses, well cast for this role; Peter Sellers!

laylng the part of Lopez could not do better.

Then there 1s Philippe Bernler, sometimes a;
urnalist, sometimes a writer, sometimes a public
clations man and advertising man and opinion«
aker. He was apparently the bait in the plot; he;
alked with Mr, Ben Barka about a movie on de-;
olonlzation, and it was that movie which brought.
fne Moroccan into the trap. Almost daily he pro-}
ests what a good friend he was of Mr, Ben Barka's,}
i

‘Barka, Moroceo's leftist opposition leader, living
:hcre and in Geneva In exlle, was kidnapped on a
‘ erowded Parls street, Subsequent events indicated
- that Mohammed Oufkir, the Moroccan Minister of
© the Interlor and Mr. Ben Barka's sworn enemy, had
""been here at the time and had masterminded the
} kidnapping, but had been helped by a strange as-
' sortment of French counteresplonage agents, police-
. men and underworld figures. Though Mr. Ben Barka
1 s presumed dend, the trial of the five men arrested | nd perhaps he was, but one feels for the Moroccan,|
{ opened this week. peeding friends like this. 1
li “Since then, here in France it has become a matter | The action takes place every afternoon, and i§i
Zof how high the involvement in the case went, and elng fully and vety well covered by the French;
'how much of it was cynicism on the part of the Jpress. But the French radio and telé¢vision, which is

French countercsplonage agents and how much of ftate-controlled, has not gotten around yet to glv-'
“it really was Innocent avarice — well-intentioned, :

ometimes three masters Instead of two, rather:.

There has been Antolns Lopez a middle-rank’

a real turnpike” Lopez is & small, vain con man,* |

g It more than a few seconds of coverage. ...\l
; needy Frenchmen drawn into the wiles of Moroccanv'i S -

. domestic polities, ‘ 3 : ;

¢ Guesswork it . T RS
i Just how far the involvement goes will pmbablyj EE ' o o
{remain a matter of guesswork, for the French Gov-:l = o
 ernment has refused to let Ministers testify before!
.the court, The Government's position s simply that !
\it is a Morocean affair, (Mr. Oufkir, subpocnaed to-
.appear at the trial refused to come, noting that he_
vhad no objections to being tried in Morocco, where .
.he controls’ the police system.) The Government’ : ’ :
{also says the Frenchmen involved were the lowly’| - . - .. . T .
tand “the vulgar to use President Charles de | . = - BRY S

| Gaulle's word. The accuracy of that description’|’ o o S

{ has been more than borne out by the testimony ‘|- ‘ o o o
lsofar. i I ‘ ‘ e

But the loftiness of the Government's view prob-.] : AT S

! average Frenchman, willing to assume the veryi
worst of any Government anyway. And in this case|

I'reason he got into the case was that his supe-! N S
{ rior, a middie-ranking counter-esplonage official, | R B I O
[ mssured him that even biggér boys—an Elysée }’al-| e RUPRRS N
i.ace fricnd and confidant of General de Gaulle—;
"were in on it too, will not ease suspleions.

{ high Morocean officlals to smail French crooks, will . v
.be tried In absentin.) Day by day it has gone on'
i with charge and countercharge among the accused:!| .
. Mt. Ben Barka himself has seemed more and more,
ito siip Into the background and become & dlauntj
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Sal.'ll‘gl',veg.‘vljen ﬂg\ﬂ:ﬁ:‘“‘ v Gt PP .‘»a,.la"-ﬁ;'

Approved For Release 2001/07/26 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000100350038-5

S ably will not be accepted quite so readily by the! | - o S : L

.the fact that a police inspector testifies that the.| =~ - SRR o x R

'" 'This is the first of four wecks in the trial, (AL . e R T
Ihe end, Mr. Oufkir and slx others, ranging from| e . Ch s lello L
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